GCD P2J66US 



11 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An apparatus for conditioning sports equipment and apparel comprising: 
a plurality of generally hollow tubular members with at least one section 
having a plurality of apertures, 

an airflow generator for generating an ambient temperature airflow through 
the tubular members and out of the apertures, 

at least one support member located proximate the apertures for maintaining 
a piece of sports equipment or apparel at a predetermined distance from the 
apertures. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a fragrance generator that 
provides a fragrance to the airflow conveyed through the tubular members. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising an antifungal agent generator 
that provides an antifungal agent that is conveyed through the tubular 
members. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a filtration system for the air 
that is conveyed through the tubular members. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the plurality of tubular members includes 
at least one generally horizontally disposed tubular member and at least one 
generally vertically disposed tubular member. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a source of ambient temperature 
air that is supplied to the airflow generator. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the airflow generator is a motorized fan. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tubular members are hollow PVC. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein apertures are provided to accommodate a 
piece of sports equipment or apparel selected from the group comprising a 
skate, a boot, footwear, a glove, a helmet, a shin guard, and elbow guard, 
pants, or a jersey, shoulder pads, and hip pads. 

10. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a means for selectively closing 
or opening the apertures. 

1 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 further including a control panel for controlling the 
activation and operation of the airflow generator. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tubular members may be rotated within 
a range of positions. 

13. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the airflow generator allows for variable 
and constant speeds. 
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14. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein a curved device with offsetting apertures 
raises equipment off the surface of the tubular member so as to allow airflow 
through the apertures in the tubular members when in the raised position, and 
covers the apertures in the tubular members when in the lowered position to 
block airflow. 

15. An apparatus for conditioning sports equipment and apparel comprising: 
a substantially enclosed base having a plurality of air intake vents and 

including a variable/constant speed airflow generator, 

a plurality of generally hollow tubular members for supporting sports 
equipment and apparel, wherein at least one of the tubular members is attached to 
the base and receives a flow of air from the airflow generator, 

at least one area on the tubular members that includes a plurality of apertures 
and at least one support member maintaining a piece of sports equipment at a 
predetermined distance from the apertures and allowing a flow of air to be conveyed 
to the surface of the sports equipment. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of air impregnated with a fragrance. 

1 7. The apparatus of claim 1 5 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of air impregnated with an antifungal agent. 

1 8. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of ionized air. 

19. The apparatus of claim 15 further comprising a filtration system for the air 
that is conveyed through the tubular members. 

20. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the airflow generator is a motorized fan. 

2 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 5 wherein slidable gates are disposed on the top 
surface of the base to regulate airflow to the tubular members. 

22. The apparatus of claim 15 further comprising an electronic control panel that 
can regulate the airflow rate and the operation of the airflow generator. 

23. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the electronic control panel includes a 
timer function for operating the motorized fan for a predetermined period of 
time. 

24. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the tubular members are hollow PVC. 

25. An apparatus for conditioning sports equipment and apparel comprising: 
a substantially enclosed base having a plurality of air intake vents and 

including an airflow generator, 

a plurality of tubular members for supporting sports equipment and apparel, 
at least one of which is attached to the base, 
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at least one area on the tubular members that includes a plurality of apertures 
and at least one support member maintaining a piece of sports equipment at a 
predetermined distance from the apertures and allowing a flow of air to be conveyed 
to the surface of the sports equipment, 

a plurality of capillary tubes that receive airflow from the airflow generator 
and convey the airflow to each piece of sports equipment stored on the tubular 
members. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of air impregnated with a fragrance. 

27. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of air impregnated with an anti-fungal agent. 

28. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the airflow generator further includes a 
means for conveying a flow of ionized air. 

29. The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising a filtration system for the air 
that is conveyed through the tubular members. 

30. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the airflow generator is a motorized fan. 

3 1 . The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising an electronic control panel that 
can regulate the airflow rate and the operation of the airflow generator. 

32. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the airflow generator allows for variable 
or constant speed. 

33. The apparatus of claim 31 wherein the electronic control panel includes a 
timer function for operating the motorized fan for a predetermined period of 
time. 

34. The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the tubular members are hollow PVC. 



